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13th Annual SMAC Toy’s for Tot’s Event
A Big Success

RC Airplane En-
thusiasts came from all around
the area to help SMAC cele-
brate its 13th annual Lynn
Quick Memorial Toy’s for Tot’s
event. From Caseville to St.
Clair and perhaps points be-
yond we had pilots come to en-
joy a day of activities centered
around an event that con-
tributes all of it’s proceeds to
the Croswell Lion’s Club Toy’s
for Tot’s program.

The events started with
the traditional banner towing at
about 10:00. This year Brian
Glombowski used his Citabria to
tow the banner and also in the
Candy Drop. The Citabria did a
nice job and so did Brian. Usu-
ally when I take a picture of the
Banner Tow I end up with noth-
ing but sky in the picture frame.
This year I was fortunate
enough to get both the plane
and the banner. The plane
looked “scale like” and it didn’t
have any problems with the
slight crosswind. Other than the
crosswind the weather was
great.

Walking up and down
the flight line there was quite a
variety of airplanes and new
things to see. One of the new
things was the wing that John
Jocham had set-up on the Viper
combat plane. The wing itself

had a much wider wingspan and
was narrower. John told me that
the fuselage was basically the
same but the wing is longer.
The theory is that with a wider
wing there is more area to catch
a streamer during a combat
session. You know what, it
works. It did just that as during
one combat the Viper looked
like it was pulling 2 streamers
but in reality it was pulling it’s
own and one from another
plane.

Ed London brought a
plane with a wireless video
surveillance camera mounted to
the cowl just behind the engine.

The set-up works great. Go
ahead, admit it, you’ve always
wanted to mount a camera in
one of your airplanes haven’t
you? I have and I think just
about everyone has wanted to
do that. Now is a good time to
look into it. For more information
go to
www.wirelessvideocameras.com
I believe that is where Ed got
most of his equipment. Anyway
I hope we can get a tape of the
video that Ed got at our event
this year.

Jeff Strikler did a great
job as the announcer again this

(Continued on page 3)

This young man looks like he’s having a good time.
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2003  SMAC CALENDAR
SMAC Meetings: 2nd Sunday of  the month.

          Arnold Airport 7 PM
Training Night: Thursday evenings, SMAC Field

    (while Daylight Saving Time is in effect)
Club Flying Night: Tuesday evenings, SMAC Field
                          (while Daylight Saving Time is in effect)

September:
13 Prop Busters Charity Fun Fly (Toy’s for Tot’s)
14 Club meeting - Arnold Airport 7pm
27 Celebration of Flight (Bad Axe 7:45 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.)

October:
25 Awards Banquest 6:30 PM at Liberty Lanes
           in Sandusky.

Celebration of Flight Sept. 27th
Huron County Memorial Airport, Bad Axe, Mi

Saturday, September 27, 2003

7:45 World War II B-17 Flying Fortress Arrival!
8:00 Ultralights

Hot Air Balloon Launch
Radio Controlled Planes (Weather Permitting)

8:30 Flour Bomb Drop Competition by Local Aviators
9:00 Hot Air Balloon Float-Off Competition (High School)
9:30 NASA Featured Speaker, Jim Fitzgerald: “Aviation: From the Wright Brothers to Mars”
10:00 Workshops / Activites

Informational Booths
The Great Parachute Drop Competition (Elementary)

11:00 2-Liter Bottle Rocket Blast Competition (Middle School / Junior High)
11:30 NASA Featured Speaker, Jim Fitzgerald: “Aviation: From the Wright Brothers to Mars”
12:00 Candy Drop
12:30 Fly-By of Vintage and General Aviation Aircraft

B-17 Flying Fortress Sail Plane (Weather Permitting)
BT-13 Vultee Flight Care Sikorsky Helicopter
General Aviation Aircraft USCG Dauphin Helicopter
Wings of Mercy ANG F-16 or C-130
Ultralights ANG Black Hawk and Cobra Helicopter
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The PRESIDENT’S Agenda
By Dennis Bigger

Seems hard to
believe but the summer is over.
Felt like it was only about two
weeks long.

I can’ t remember a year
that club participation was so
low.  I’m sure that partially due
to poor field condition being in
early spring and poor weather in
early summer.  Also several of us
had a lot going on this year.  I
talked to members of some of the
other clubs and heard the same
thing.  I know I plan on making a
effort to spend more time enjoying
my hobby next year and finishing
up some projects that were left
undone last year.
 We hope to remedy the
poor field conditions by installing
drain tile in the wet spots and run-
ning them to the ditch this fall.
We also have some dirt to put
around the back and side of the
building.  I’ ll e-mail everyone
ahead of time.  Hope we get some
more help then we have on other

work days, seems we get the same
people out which are very few.  The
more that show up the lighter the
load on everyone.

We have officer nomina-
tions coming up at the September
meeting.
Please think about taking a turn as
an officer it’s not a difficult job and
I think it’s good for the club to get
some fresh ideas.  Election will be at
the October meeting.  Speaking of
meeting, attendance has been very
low thru the summer and since we
don’ t meet thru the winter I’d like to
know the members input as to what
we should do to increase atten-
dance?  Do we need fewer meetings?
Let me know what you think.

The SMAC banquet is com-
ing up October 25th 6:30 PM at Lib-
erty Lanes in Sandusky.  Get your
tickets from Bill Gass.  There is still
time to get into the running for the
broken prop award, since flying has
been down we have not have as
many crashes this year, but the sea-

son is not over yet.  Also we need to
select the Lynn Quick Memorial
Award winner at the September
meeting.

Toy’s for Tot’s was a suc-
cess this year with good weather and
lots of flying.  We had an outstand-
ing number of prizes for the raffle
thanks to Cindy Whetstone.  And
raised the most money for Toys for
Tots yet, over $650.  Also about 70
toys.  The local Lions Club were
very happy to receive the donations
to be distributed to needy kids in
Sanilac County.  Try and make it to
the September meeting to discuss
the things we may need to change
for next year.

I will try to keep everyone
as informed as possible via e-mail
and Dave’s web site.  But it won’ t
work if you don’ t check your e-mail
or Dave’s web site now and then.

Hope to see you at the field,
Until next time,
“ I’D RATHER BE FLYING’

year. We had a couple of sub-
stitute narrators for a few min-
utes while Jeff did combat and
got a couple of flights in.

I think Norm told me that
we had about 20 registered pi-
lots this year. I did an unofficial
count of about 46 airplanes on
the flight line. I’m know there
were quite a few airplanes left in
trailers and in the back of vehi-
cles that didn’t get counted. I’d
say that there were about 60
planes there without stretching it
at all.

Oh yeah, we had the
ever-popular Combat Sessions.

(Continued from page 1)

This yielded some mid-air colli-
sions, which is what I’m sure
some of the spectators came to
see.

One of the things that
the younger ones always look
forward to is the Candy Drop.
We had 2 again this year. It was
a little tricky this year due to the
crosswind but there was plenty
of candy on the runway for all of
the kids.

This year was the best
raffle ever. Well maybe it’s be-
cause I just happen to win an
airplane kit this year. But seri-
ously folks, we did have a great
raffle since so many businesses
donated prizes to our worthy

cause. Having said that these
prizes just don’t drop out of the
sky. Cindy Whetstone did a
great job obtaining these dona-
tions. Thanks again Cindy.

There was so much go-
ing on that I’m sure I missed a
bunch of stuff. I never get all the
pictures that I want. I only took
114 pictures worth 26.8mb of
disk space. I don’t think I’ll be
able to squeeze them all in this
newsletter unless I shrink them
down just a little bit. Ha Ha. I’ll
work on posting them to the
web but will have to rotate them
with some others about once a
month. I guess that means there
was a lot of good stuff at our

Toy’s for Tot’s
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Sometime before our
annual Toy’s for Tot’s event I
played some phone tag with
Mark Lapensee of the East
Wings RC Club to find out
whether or not he could make
it to our event. We finally
were able to make ends meet
and during our discussion he
told me about the fun fly
event that they had planned
for September. That sounded
good to me and I told him I’d
make it if I could. Doesn’t it
seem like the summers are
getting busier for everyone? I
haven’t been able to make all
of the events that I’d like to
make this year but I was sure
glad to make this one. It re-
ally gave me an opportunity
to get to know some of the
members from the other clubs
in our area a little better.

The club played the
national anthem to begin the
day and Mark towed a banner
using Brian Clifton’s Great
Planes J3 Cub. Everything
went well with the banner
tow. The J3 is about 4 years
old and is the clip wing ver-
sion for an 83” wingspan. It
uses an O.S. .91 4 stroke for
power and like I said it did a
good job of towing the ban-
ner.

As I took a look down
the flight line there were a lot
of great looking aircraft but
one that initially got my atten-
tion. It was Brian Clifton’s
Top Flite Beachcraft

Bonanza. I’ve always liked
the looks of the Bonanza with
the “V-tail” and have always
looked them over closely
whenever there has been an
opportunity. I must admit that
the other reason that I was
looking this plane over so
closely was due to the fact
that I purchased a Bonanza
fuselage and wing from Bob
Samulson at our swap meet
in 2002. Brian was able to
give me some really good in-
formation on setting up the
airplane. He has an O.S. 1.20
4 Stroke engine in it for
power but he said that a 90
size engine would be just
fine. The engine is turning a
14x7 3 bladed prop. The
plane flies great and lands
nice and slow with flaps.

Jack DeLisle brought a
twin engine profile plane that
was previously owned by
Walt Lavine. I thought it was
a Twin Mustang but Jack told
me that it was not and that
someone designed it in Aus-
tralia. He showed me the
unique feature about this
plane is that the flap in-
between the fuselages has
an opposite throw to the ele-
vator. This allows this plane
to do some very tight loops. It
was a treat to see the plane
get a good flight in with both
of the engines running sweet.

Gary Wilkerson
brought 4 planes over and
had a few nice flights with his

Stinger as it applied plenty of
smoke to the sky.

Todd Litke made an
appearance and brought his
Hanger 9 Sukoi and his Fun-
tana. He put on a great 3D
flying solo that everyone ap-
preciated. If you haven’t seen
Todd fly his Sukoi yet you
have one more chance this
year. Todd told me that he
would be at the Prop Busters
event on September 13th.
Todd’s Funtana will do all of
the moves that just about any
pilot would ever want. If you
ask Todd I’m certain that he
would recommend the Fun-
tana for any advanced RC Pi-
lot.

Al Fournier has a real
good combination with his
Lanier 90” Edge 540T2 and a
Quadra 72cc engine. He had
a few good flights. I noticed
that he had a 24x8 Zinger
prop on the front of it. Any-
way I’ve taken note of this
combination and maybe you
should too.

Wow!, is what I said
when I saw the color scheme
on the Four-Star 60 that Ed
Olszewski covered recently.
Believe me, Ed spent much
more time covering the plane
than he did building it. A pic-
ture of the plane is in the Au-
gust issue of the Eagles
newsletter but youv’e got to
see this one in person. The
plane is called the Liqua-
Flyer. It is cool!

Thanks for the invita-
tion Mark. I’ll plan on coming
back next year for another
great time.

East Wings Fun Fly
By Dave Krueger
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Bud and John are checking the candy dropper

Here is some of the battle damage that oc-
cored in one combat session.

What a nice looking Bonanza.

Jack is taking good care of
“Walt’s Risky Frisky”

I think Gene Lane had the only electric
powered plane to make a flight at this
years event.

With about 60 flights on the Sukoi this
plane sure has entertained a lot of people
this summer.

Toys for Tot’s East Wings
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Dave Krueger, Editor
404 Bartlett st.
Harbor Beach, Mi. 48441
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What: SMAC Awards Banquet
Where: Sandusky’s Liberty Lanes
When: October 25th at 6:30 PM
Contact Bill Gass for Tickets


