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September Air Shows
By Dave Krueger

Two of our neighboring
clubs had Air Shows in the
Month of September. Fortu-
nately for the first time in a
number of years I was able to
attend both shows. Some-
times the old schedule only
allows us to attend far fewer
events than we would like.
Going to these shows is just
like going to the playground
for a kid. You can ask Cheryl,
I will drive out of my (our) way
just to “swing” by an airport,
air show or museum. More on
that later. For now let’s talk
about the fun we had at the
Propbusters Charity fun fly on
Sept. 8th and the East Wings
Air Show on Sept. 15th.

At the show in Good-
ells there was plenty of action
that’s for sure. I’m always on
the lookout for new planes
that show up at these events.
It seems that there are so
many new planes and prod-
ucts that it’s just hard to keep
up on everything. Dennis Big-
ger brought his new Yak to
the show. It is a YAK-54
Richmond ARF and Dennis
bought it from Mark Schoen-
rock. Mark had some ARF
kits left over from a show and
was selling them for a great
price. The plane performed
rather well and we all enjoyed
watching Dennis putting it
through the maneuvers.

One of the pilots
at the show came over
from the club in
Chesaning his name is
Paul Binkley. Paul is
mostly an electric flyer
but does have at least
one gas plane. Any-
way, he had his E-
Flight P-38 with him.
That is one cool plane
and one of my favorites
at the show. Paul was
really good about
showing the plane and
sharing his knowledge
with anyone that was
interested. That really
makes the hobby so
much better when you
see new fun stuff and
learn at the same time.
He did point out that
the kit is not for begin-
ners and that you
should be a pretty good
model builder to deal
with this one. This P-38
used the E-Flight 450
Brushless motors along
with Castle Creations
Speed Controls. It runs
the props counter rotat-
ing and that really
helps when it comes to
flight performance!

Another sharp

model that was at the meet was a
Foker DR1 Tri-Plane. Covered in
Bright Red this plane really stood out
on the flight line. Ed London is the

(Continued on page 2)

Dennis get’s his YAK ready to fly as
he is having a very interesting con-

versation with Bob Samuelson!

Paul was having a lot of fun with his
P-38 and why not!
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2007  SMAC CALENDAR
SMAC Meetings: 2nd Sunday of  the month.

          Arnold Airport 7 PM
Training Night: Thursday evenings, SMAC Field

    (while Daylight Saving Time is in effect)
Club Flying Night: Tuesday evenings, SMAC Field
                          (while Daylight Saving Time is in effect)
October:
14 SMAC Meeting and cookout at SMAC Field

We will eat at 1pm meeting afterwards.
20 SMAC Awards Banquet - 5pm @ Woodland Hills

November:
4 Northville Swap Meet

December:
9 Propbusters Swap Meet - 9am @ Goodells

Jake”. So as I had conversa-
tion with the owner who was
getting the plane ready for
flight, I asked him if his name
was Jake and guess what, I
was right. Jake informed me
that he is from the East
Wings club. So in the back of
my mind I was thinking that I
would see this plane again on
the 15th. (Something to look
forward to).

Adding additional ac-
tivities to the show was a
couple of candy drops exe-

cuted by Bud Joachim, and
some “buddy box” demo
flights for some of the specta-
tors. Ed London was acting
instructor during the demo
flights. I know everyone at the
show appreciated these
events.

Oh boy, I know that I’m
missing a lot of other planes
that are very interesting. The
truth is there just isn’t time to
go over everything in depth.
So just make a point to attend
as many of these shows as
possible because if you don’t
you really do miss out on a
lot.

owner of this plane and did
show us how it looks in the
air. It looked as good in the
air as it did on the ground
and seemed to have “scale
speed”. Ed told me that the
plane is actually 2 or 3 years
old and that it’s a Great
Planes ARF. Ed tells me that
Great Planes doesn’t make
the kit anymore which I know
is going to “Bum” a few pilots
out. The plane has a Saito 80
in it for power.

Well, there was also a
Gee Bee at the show. This
plane is an ARF from Pacific
Aero Models. It looked very
nice. With a Super Tiger
2300 engine it had plenty of
power. I noticed a graphic on
the plane that said “Crazy

I tried to get a picture of the
Triplane in the air but it must
have been flying too slow!

Here is Jake’s Beautiful
Gee Bee
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The President’s Address
By Bob Samuelson

The last year in the Sanilac Model Aviation Club has been very eventful.  We’ve gained new
members, had some really nice events and did some flying, building – and – had a crash or two.

I managed to make the Fly-In at Goodells but missed East Wings.  At Goodells I did get a
chance to see a Gee Bee fly.  As most of you know I love Gee Bee’s.  The plane is an ARF by
Pacific Aeromodels and is a Model “Y”.  Seeing that sure made my day!

A couple of weeks ago at our field Norm showed up with his new Pitts and I brought my Sukhoi.
Both of us had a little mishap on landing – minor damage – Norm’s rudder and my carbon fiber
landing gear.

Our students are doing very well and one is already flying on his own.  I would like to especially
thank our instructors for their time and devotion to helping our new members learn to fly and en-
joy the sport.

I haven’t heard much on the electric flying at the Cros-Lex school.  We have the insurance until
March, so if you are interested please contact Kyle Schoenrock for information.

Don’t forget the meeting and cookout October 14 at our field.  We will eat at 1PM.  October 20 is
the banquet at Woodland Hills.  The buffet will be served at 6 PM.  We’ll be having door prizes
and presenting awards.  Hope to see you all there.  Be on the lookout for our Christmas party in-
formation.

Another reminder – Northville Swap is November 4.

I guess that’s it for this flying season.  Our next meeting will be in March.  Notices will be sent out
with date and time.

Bob

Now onto the East
Wings air show on Sept. 15th,
I always look forward to this
show because a long time
ago, before I was even in the
hobby we stopped by an East
Wings show and I was so im-
pressed. Well now that II’ve
been flying RC planes for a
number of years, I’m still im-
pressed. The East Wingers
really do have a great club
and a really nice field. It was

(Continued from page 2) good to see some of the East
Wing members that we see
coming to our events or those
in Goodells. Unfortunately the
weather was cold and there
was plenty of wind. But that
didn’t stop us from having a
good time. On the contrary,
sometimes I like to show
spectators that we don’t let a
little bad weather keep us on
the ground.

To start the show the
East Wings Club had a
scratch built J-3 Cub towing a

banner. The banner said
“Welcome to East Wings RC
Club!”. Towing the banner
was a pretty tricky deed and
the J-3 was pushed around in
the wind plenty. However,
they did make 3 or 4 pretty
good passes under the condi-
tions.

The first couple of
flights for the day were from
high wing airplanes. These
planes could just park in the
sky! The pilot would just point

(Continued on page 4)
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the nose into the wind and
set the throttle so that the
plane could achieve a ground
speed of 0 mph. One of the
pilots that did this was Mark
Lapensee flying his J-3 Cub.
SMAC members would easily
recognize Mark since he is a
regular attendee of our Toy’s
for Tot’s event. On the other
hand some airplanes could
cut through the wind and
seemed not to be effected
very much at all. I got one
flight in with the Sig Somthin’
Extra. The Sig has been a
great airplane for me and I
highly recommend it to any-
one looking for a good 2nd or
3rd airplane. I’ve talked to
plenty of people about the
plane and I haven’t heard
anyone say anything bad
about the Sig yet. There were
several other aerobatics
planes on the flight line and
they also weren’t effected
much by the wind.

One would expect a
small electric airplane to be
really tossed around on a day
like the 15th but that wasn’t
the case for a little electric
called the 1MORStick owned
by Jim Wagoner. Jim and his
family made the trip up from
Arizona to go to the show. I’m

(Continued from page 3) certain that Jim has friends or
family in this area but we re-
ally didn’t get to that but we
did talk plenty about his
plane. Jim designed the
plane himself and is now sell-
ing kits for it. The plane costs
just $36.00 and is available
from jtechlaser.com. It is built
up from Balsa and Light Ply.
As I mentioned the plane cuts
through the wind really good
and also does all the tricks
that you would normally ex-
pect from a 3D or Foamy air-
plane. All of Jim’s family
seems to be quite involved
with the hobby as well. Jim’s
daughter has designed her
first airplane as well. It is a
foam flying delta wing  with a
mid-motor pusher prop and it
looks pretty cool.

Later on in the day
Mike Darr put on a precision
pattern flying demonstration.
Mike’s airplane and radio
combination really did get my
attention. His plane is called
USA Star and it looked pretty
sharp indeed in its Red,
White and Blue along with
the Stars and Stripes.

I must admit, I did a bit
more talking than flying at
this show but I had a lot of
fun and met some great peo-
ple.

I need a little bigger picture frame in order for you to read the banner. On the full scale picture
you can zoom in and read it. The East Wings Cub did a nice job of pulling the banner.

Here is a look at Jim’s
1MOREStick. It has a
wingspan of 40 inches and
the weight should be around
14+ ounces. The
1MOREStick has a Scorpion
Brushless motor in it for
power.  Jim really enjoyed
making low inverted passes.
Once he did an inverted
wingtip touch and go.

This is Mike’s USA Star.
I don’t know a lot of the de-
tails about this plane, I just
know it looks sharp and flies
super straight!
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New England Air Museum
By Dave Krueger

As I mentioned earlier in the newsletter, (maybe like most of you), I will go out of my way to swing
by an airport, air show or museum. That was the case during our recent vacation on the East Coast. After
spending a few real beautiful days in Maine, on our way home we "dropped down" into Connecticut and
went to the New England Air Museum located North of Hartford just off of I-91. The museum itself is
tucked in behind the Bradley International Airport.

There was a lot more at the museum than I expected. They basically had 3 hangers. One hanger was
dedicated to military aircraft, one was for civilian aviation and one was pretty much reserved for their B-29
Superfortress. During nice weather one could also wander around outside in their yard where they had quite
a few other airplanes parked.

Their website (www.neam.org) tells me that they have over 125 aircraft and 200 engines. They also
have a library with approximately 20,000 books, 5,000 technical manuals, 97,000 aviation periodicals and the
list goes on and on.  So here we are again with too many things to list in this article. But anyway, I'll just try
and hit the highlights for you. I've already told you about the B-29 but I'd like to point out that they had a lot
of pictures and stories and information posted on the walls for one to look at. This was the same throughout
the museum. One could easily spend an entire day going through and reading everything in detail. There was
also a B-29 crewmember in the hanger to answer any questions one might have.

In the civilian hanger the largest plane was a VS-44 seaplane. It was really difficult to try and get a
complete picture of this plane since it was so big and there were so many other planes parked around it. I
know Bob would have liked to see the Gee Bee that they have in their air races area. Other planes of interest
were: Republic RC-3 Seabee, Great Lakes Sport/Trainer, Sikorsky H-52A Seaguard, Piper J3 Cub, Bunce-
Curtiss Pusher 1912, DC-3, 1976 VariEze, Aeronca Chief 1938, Viking "Kitty Hawk" Model B-8 1933,
Laird LC-DW 300 Solution 1930, Marcoux-Bromberg Special 1934, Lockheed 10A (Amelia Earhart Ex-
hibit), Sikorsky S-51, Hanson-Meyer Quickie 1982, Heath Parasol 1929, Gee Bee Model A 1930, Nixon
Special 1918, Stinson 10, Sikorsky S-39B and I have to end this list right here. Like I said I could go on and
on.

Here is an incomplete list of what was in the military hanger (in no particular order). Heuy, Beaver,
Huskey, B-25, F-100, F-14, F-86, F4U, F-105, F-6, P-47, Kaman Aircraft display, Foker DR1 Triplane
(Replica).

Outside they had a T-33, F-94, Grumman Albatross, Mig 15, DC-9, CH-54B, RB-57A, A-3D,
Grumman E-1B, Kaman K16B, Burnelli CBY-3 and a DeHaviland Caribou C-7A.

They also have a nice gift shop. Again, I could go on and on. So If your on your way somewhere, It
would be worth your time to stop into the New England Air Museum or any other airport, air show or mu-
seum. You never know what you might see!

Left: B-29
“Jack’s Hack”
Nose Art really
adds a lot of char-
acter to an air-
plane.
Right: Stinson 10
Part of the Civil
Air Patrol collec-
tion.(notice the
bomb under it!)
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Dave Krueger, Editor
404 Bartlett st.
Harbor Beach, Mi. 48441
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Classified Adds

FOR SALE

¼ scale Stinson 108 kit.
This is a Realistic Models kit and very high quality
$200.00 firm

Used Quadra 50      $100.00

Tower Hobbies 6 ch radio – used 5 times      $65.00

JR 6ch radio       $65.00

OS LA15 new in box     $45.00

Contact Bob      810-679-3962


